391. SHOULD INDIANS VOLUNTEER OR NOT?

We commented on this subject in our last issue.1 Towards the end
of that article, we had said that most of us held back only because of fear.
There is, however, no cause whatever for fear, as should be evident from
the examples we propose to give for the benefit of those who believe that
we should be ever ready to participate in war if we want to live happily
and respectably in Natal, in South Africa or, for that matter, in any part
of the British Empire. The Crimean War caused heavy casualties; yet
it has been estimated that fewer men died from bayonet or bullet wounds
in that war than through sheer carelessness or perverse living. It was
calculated that, on an average, more men died of fever and other diseases
during the attack on Ladysmith than by Boer bullets. The experience
in every war has been similar.

Moreover, those who can take care of themselves and lead regular
lives while at the front can live in health and happiness. The training
such men receive cannot be had elsewhere, that is, if they do not go to
the front only to prove their valour or quench their thirst for blood. A
man going to the battle-front has to train himself to endure severe hard-
ships. He is obliged to cultivate the habit of living in comradeship with
large numbers of men. He easily learns to make do with simple food.
He is required to keep regular hours. He forms the habit of obeying his
superior's orders promptly and without argument. He also learns to
discipline the movement of his limbs. And he has also to learn how
to live in limited space according to the maxims of health. Instances are
known of unruly and wayward men who went to the front and returned
reformed and able fully to control both their mind and body.

For the Indian community, going to the battle-field should be an
easy matter; for, whether Muslims or Hindus, we are men with profound
faith in God. We have a greater sense of duty, and it should therefore
be easier for us to volunteer. We are not overcome by fear when hundreds
of thousands of men die of famine or plague in our country. What is more,
when we are told of our duty, we continue to be indifferent, keep our
houses dirty, lie hugging our hoarded wealth. Thus, we live a wretched
life acquiescing in a long, tormented process ending in death. Why, then,
should we fear the death that may perhaps overtake us on the battle-
field? We have to learn much from what the whites are doing in Natal.
There is hardly any family from which some one has not gone to fight the
Kaffir rebels. Following their example, we should steel our hearts and take
courage. Now is the time when the leading whites want us to take this

Vide "Indian Volunteers", pp. 361-2.